what other parts of India have done or are doing. Then
only will it claim the proud privilege of having broken
the vicious circle of private revenge and retaliation.
They belong, if they ever do, to the State, never to the
citizens as individuals.

12
23-9-'47
PUBLIC CONFESSION
Speaking after prayers Gandhiji referred to the
apology which Shrimati Manu Gandhi and Abha Gandhi
had read out on the previous day. While they were
singing the bhajan during the prayers on Sunday even-
ing, they went out of tune and as a result could not
suppress their laughter. It hurt him deeply. It showed
that the girls did not realize the importance of prayer.
They apologized to Gandhiji afterwards. Apology was
unnecessary for he had no anger against them. He
was angry with himself that though the girls were brought
up under him, he had not impressed them with the
necessity of losing themselves in God whilst they were
at prayer. He was somewhat relieved when the girls
repented. He advised public confession. They gladly
accepted the advice. For, he believed that public con-
fession made in sincerity purified the confessor and
protected him or her against repetition of the wrong.
GEMS OF WISDOM
Recalling the objection to the recitation from the
Quran, he said that they were entitled to resent the
treatment of the Hindus and Sikhs in Pakistan. But that
should not make them resent recitation from the Quran.
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